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Tues., April 24, the Lawrence 
University Community Council met 
for a full council meeting.
In this meeting, they discussed a 
wide range of issues pertaining to stu-
dent services, Lawrence organizations 
and events, as well as issues concern-
ing LUCC-sponsored projects and a 
tribute to the victims and survivors of 
the Virginia Tech shooting.
A Student Welfare Committee rep-
resentative discussed new develop-
ments in student services including 
the following:
A change in Lawrence’s long-dis-
tance provider from Resicom to a 
more cost-efficient company, an effort 
to improve the range and efficacy of 
the wireless internet available on cam-
pus, and a new link on Voyager that 
will allow students to track the status 
of their co-curricular involvement.
Following that report, a 
Multicultural Activities Council rep-
resentative spoke about upcoming 
activities that they are planning.
In May they will bring in a speaker 
who will give a lecture on gentrifica-
tion, and they are also planning on 
bringing in a hip-hop group to per-
form.
The representative concluded her 
report by stating that the MCAC would 
like to have a representative from 
each diversity-based organization at 
Lawrence attend meetings and offer 
input so that the MCAC can more effi-
ciently serve the needs of Lawrence’s 
multicultural community.
The council then concentrated on 
the Babcock Award. This is an award 
presented on Honors Day to the fac-
ulty member, administrator, trustee, 
staff member or friend of the col-
lege who has contributed the most to 
Lawrence in the past year.
The student body nominates the 
candidates and the recipient is chosen 
by a student vote.
In a new project, the LUCC is plan-
ning to distribute a newsletter that 
will include reports from the LUCC 
president, vice president, a commu-
nity representative, an LUCC repre-
sentative and representatives from 
Lawrence University organizations.
It will include information about 
LUCC-funded events, new LUCC com-
mittees and LU organizations. The 
council plans on posting the newslet-
ter in the residence halls.
LUCC closed the meeting by dis-
cussing the possibility of a tribute 
to the victims and survivors of the 
school shooting at Virginia Tech.
One of the possibilities is an e-mail 
or letter representing Lawrence, which 
would be sent along with individual 
messages from students who wished 
to include a personal note.
A second possibility is a fundrais-
ing campaign and a banner on which 
students could write personal mes-
sages of sympathy or support to the 
students at Virginia Tech.
In the wake of last week’s tragedy 
at Virginia Tech, campuses around the 
country have been doing their best to 
ensure the safety and security of their 
students.
On Tues., April 17, Dean of 
Students Nancy Truesdell addressed 
an e-mail to the Lawrence community 
in which she explained that there is a 
crisis plan in place at Lawrence.
However, this email left some stu-
dents with further questions about the 
details of such plans.
In the 1990s, a group began writ-
ing a crisis plan that divided vari-
ous Lawrence personnel into different 
teams, each designated to respond to 
a different crisis.
“This plan is similar to those in 
place at other colleges,” explained 
Truesdell, “and it describes who 
responds in which situations and with 
what resources.”
In addition, the plan calls for coop-
eration with local law enforcement, 
which would take over the situation.
The plan, which deals with natural 
disasters, student deaths, fires and 
any other crisis which may emerge, 
was tested a few years ago when a big 
storm knocked down trees, flooded 
campus, and shut down the power 
right before finals week.
As last Tuesday’s e-mail stated, 
this plan was examined by President 
Jill Beck’s administration last spring 
and underwent changes this fall. The 
most significant change is a streamlin-
ing of the plan.
The new plan calls for conven-
ing a small group of decision-makers 
who will choose what communica-
tions method to use, how to respond, 
and what financial resources they will 
need to expend.
Another change in the plan is that 
different departments are in the pro-
cess of writing their own emergency 
protocol for their facility.
For students, a safety and secu-
rity manual is mailed through the 
president’s office explaining what to 
do in case of an emergency. The 
basic message is to get in touch with 
the right people by calling Campus 
Security or 911.
Currently, students are notified of 
emergency situations through e-mail 
and voicemail. Truesdell acknowl-
edged that these methods are not 
totally effective and stated that new 
methods are currently being looked 
into, including a text messaging ser-
vice and compiling a cell phone direc-
tory.
“No single method of communica-
tion will work,” said Truesdell, “but we 
are investigating the best way to let 
people know.”
While no changes to the plan have 
been made following Virginia Tech, 
Truesdell fully expects that as more 
information emerges there will be 
much to learn and more to be done to 
make Lawrence safer.
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weather
Saturday  
     High 70
      low 47
Wind: WNW at 16 mph
Sunday
      High 74
       low 55
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partly cloudy Saturday 
and sunny Sunday.
Security procedures explained after VT
Kayla Wilson
Staff Writer
Shortly after 11 a.m. on Mon., 
April 23, members of the Lawrence 
community experienced confu-
sion and frustration after the sec-
ond power out-
age in two days 




around four hours, 
occurred during 
the lunch hour, 
Admitted Student 




hurried to solve 
the issue, while 
both Downer and 
the Mudd Library 
posted signs indi-
cating that power 
would not be 
restored until at 
least 2 p.m.
A brief power 
outage occurred 
in the early morn-
ing hours last Sat., 
April 21, lasting 
approximately an 
hour and a half.
A c c o r d i n g 
to Physical Plant 
Energy and 
Facilities Engineer 
Dan Meyer, the 
first power out-
age was caused 
by a “rather deter-
mined squirrel” 
which had worked 
itself past protec-
tive devices at one 
of the subsystems 
owned by We Energies, Lawrence’s 
energy provider.
Unlike Monday’s outage, which 
mainly affected the Lawrence cam-
pus, this first outage affected a 
substantial portion of the Appleton 
area.
The causes for Monday’s power 
outage, however, have not been as 
easily pinpointed. Lawrence's elec-
trical subsystem "could have been 
weakened by lightning strikes over 
the years,” said Meyer.
Though this subsystem is only 
around 10 years old, any past weak-
ening of the system ultimately led 
to “failed lightning arrestors at the 
substation,” according to Meyer.
Although the power outage 
power outage strikes campus (twice)
Emily Gonzalez
News Editor
See Power on page 2
Photos by Blair Allen
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Alcohol: Too much of a good 
thing? Some would deny the validity 
of this concept in any circumstances. 
However, when it comes to alcohol 
use, this concept is important to 
keep in mind.
Sites for confidential alcohol 
screening were available Thurs., 
April 12. Students could also receive 
one-on-one counseling about per-
sonal drinking habits.
Students offered different opin-
ions on if and when alcohol use 
is a problem. 
Considering the 
number of stu-
dents on campus, 
it is important that 
this topic be open 
to discussion.
A c c o r d i n g 






was a lot to say on 
this matter.
At the nation-
al level, excessive 
alcohol consumption is a problem 
that must be addressed.
According to the National 
Institute on Alcohol Abuse and 
Alcoholism, about 1,700 college stu-
dents between the ages of 18 and 24 
die each year from alcohol related 
unintentional injuries, and 599,000 
students are assaulted by a person 
that has been drinking.
Valencic said that despite that 
the finances and energy that have 
been put into decreasing these 
statistics, there has only been one 
method of alcohol awareness educa-
tion that has seemed to decrease 
alcohol abuse and the perceptions 
that cause it.
Social norming, Valencic 
explained, is an attempt to reduce 
alcohol abuse caused by false moti-
vations and perceptions. The percep-
tions that college-age students tend 
to have about alcohol use do not 
match the facts.
The National College Health 
Assessment administered online at 
Lawrence University last fall revealed 
that 26 percent of 517 Lawrence 
students thought that the average 
Lawrentian consumes alcohol every 
day.
The reality is that only 0.2 per-
cent of the 517 students surveyed 
reported drinking daily. Clarifying 
myths and misconceptions is one 
of the only productive strategies for 
combating alcohol abuse and unin-
tentional mis-
use.
V a l e n c i c 





es, do not perceive 
drinking to be a 
problem here.
He brought up 
a point with which 
the majority of 
student opinions 
c o r r e s p o n d e d : 
Lawrence stu-
dents usually 
put their academics first.
If excessive use of alcohol begins 
to interfere with an individual’s aca-
demics they usually back off.
One might say this is part of 
the Lawrence Difference, but it is 
also necessary for students to know 
that there are individuals that are at 
higher risk of being affected physi-
cally, socially and emotionally by 
alcohol.
Five out of six students inter-
viewed for this article said that they 
had a friend whose health was being 
affected by their alcohol consump-
tion.
So when does too much of a 
good thing become a problem? As 
Ormsby RLA Emily Meranda said, 
“It all comes down to being respon-
sible and respectful … and educated. 
That’s the bottom line.”
Study shows responsible 
alcohol use at lawrence
Tara McGovern
Staff Writer
A nearly four-month-long 
Community Engaged Learning proj-
ect by students from Lawrence and 
Appleton’s Foster Elementary School 
culminated Fri., April 20 with resi-
dents of Pioneer Village in a celebra-
tion of intergenerational relationships 
and diversity awareness.
The program is part of National & 
Global Youth Service Day, the largest 
service event in the world.
The initiative mobilizes the 
nation’s young people to identify and 
address the needs of their communi-
ties through service-learning and com-
munity service.
Since January, Lawrence 
International and study abroad stu-
dent volunteers have led 15 third- 
through sixth-grade students from 
Foster in an after-school “Culture 
Club.”
The Culture Club activities have 
focused on learning various arts-
related traditions and customs from 
countries around the world, including 
Brazil, China, Japan, Peru, Bolivia, the 
Netherlands, Russia and Vietnam.
With the help of Lawrence 
Postdoctoral Fellow in Art Valerie 
Zimany, students from the Wriston 
Arts Collective made ceramic plates, 
which were then decorated by the 
Foster students.
They painted the plates with 
scenes of diversity and multicultural-
ism based on what they learned in the 
Culture Club.
The Foster Elementary students 
showcased what they’ve been learn-
ing in a presentation Fri., April 20 at 
Pioneer Village, an Appleton assisted 
living facility.
The students performed an Afro-
Peruvian dance and a Japanese song 
for the residents at the event. They 
also each gave residents the painted 
ceramic plates as a keepsake of the 
event.
High school students from 
Appleton East, North and West who 
have been working with the Volunteer 
Center of East Central Wisconsin’s 
Youth Volunteer Program to lead arts 
and crafts activities for both residents 
and Foster Elementary students. 
The high school students also 
performed an Irish flute piece and 
an Australian dreamtime story at the 
event.
This Community Engaged Learning 
project was made possible by a $1,000 
grant awarded in January by the State 
Farm Companies Foundation.
It was one of 100 State Farm Good 
Neighbor Service-Learning awards 
nationally chosen by Youth Service 
America.
“This project is a fantastic 
opportunity for people of various 
cultures, generations and economic 
backgrounds to come together and 
celebrate diversity,” said Mica Tucci, 
a 2005 Lawrence graduate and 
AmeriCorps Vista representative who 
coordinated the project.
“It’s been wonderful seeing stu-
dents of all ages learning from each 
other these past several months,” she 
added. 
“It [was] even more exciting to 
watch them share their newfound 
knowledge and talents with the resi-
dents of Pioneer Village on National & 
Global Youth Service Day.”
Steven Culbertson, president 
and CEO of Washington, D.C.-based 
Youth Service America, said the State 
Farm Good Neighbor Service-Learning 
grants “open the door to our young 
people to become fully engaged par-
ticipants and leaders.”
“These grants support young peo-
ple as they step into meaningful deci-
sion-making roles and make impor-
tant contributions to their schools, 
organizations, and communities,” 
Culbertson added.
Students collaborate on youth 
Service day celebration
Provided by Rick Peterson 
Manager of News Services
My night at Katsu-Ya was one 
filled with sushi, delightful compa-
ny, and one memorable yet haunting 
trip to the bathroom. Nothing could 
have prepared me for the futuristic 
Japanese bidet event of the evening, 
a story that, for the sake of my own 
pride, can only be relayed in person 
and will not further soil this article.
We arrived at Katsu-Ya, located 
at 511 W. College Ave., on a Tuesday 
evening around 6 p.m. The restau-
rant was fairly busy from what I 
could gather during our winding 
trip through the carnival-like hibachi 
section, complete with oohing grand-
mothers and crying children.
We arrived by the sushi bar and 
were seated at a cozy booth with 
cushions on the benches. Our wait-
ress arrived, introducing herself 
while setting down a tray of three 
rolled moist towels. This fragrant 
cleansing was the best possible way 
to begin a meal at a restaurant that 
doesn’t serve bread.
At our table was a flat-screen TV 
on which a muted anime film was 
playing. There were also three televi-
sions behind the sushi bar, all play-
ing the same movie. This made for an 
interesting visual effect and created 
a far more sophisticated atmosphere 
than previous encounters I have had 
with televisions in eating establish-
ments (see any sports bar). 
Indeed, Katsu-Ya’s ambiance is 
authentic and cozy, without being 
tacky. Junior Jen Cox praised the 
restaurant for its service and food 
as well as the decor, which she was 
relieved didn’t make the mistake of 
being kitschy.
The restaurant’s overall excel-
lence both in presentation and food 
itself is owed to years of experience. 
Katsu-Ya, which opened in 2003, is 
the second restaurant owned by Hiro 
and Vicki Nakashima.
The Nakashimas have also 
owned and operated the restaurant 
Nakashima of Japan since 1988, 
managing the restaurant for 10 
years before obtaining ownership. 
Nakashima of Japan was the first 
sushi bar north of Appleton.
Now 20 years later, the Nakashima 
family business seems to have 
caught on in the area, though not 
without effort on the Nakashimas’ 
part. They offer the Wisconsin Maki, 
a strange culinary ode to the Dairy 
State consisting of shrimp and ched-
dar cheese.
As any good meal unfolds, we 
began with an appetizer, the special-
ty edamame, and salads. I had the 
spinach aemono, which consisted 
of boiled spinach and a delectably 
sweet peanut and sesame dressing.
In between bites, we chose our 
sushi rolls; unfortunately due to 
time restraints, the little yakiniku 
grill in the middle of our table, 
another dining option at Katsu-Ya, 
went unused.
Katsu-Ya’s menu has an excel-
lent selection of sushi for varying 
degrees of tastes and also offers 
vegetarian and vegan options.
Most orders of sushi are com-
posed of six pieces-- the “fancy” and 
special options consist of 8 larger 
pieces.
The sushi is priced reasonably, 
between $3 and $5 for most orders. 
Most of the vegetarian options con-
tain avocado, asparagus and cucum-
ber while there are a few more excit-
ing items including the Shiso Maki, 
with mint leaves and plum paste, 
and the Oshiko Maki, with pickled 
radish.
James McDaniel, a vegetarian and 
a lover of ethnic cuisine, said, “Of all 
the places I’ve eaten sushi, Katsu-Ya 
has been my all-time favorite.” 
For those that are not keen on 
sushi, Katsu-Ya also offers hibachi, a 
kind of interactive cooking that has 
been growing in popularity through-
out the U.S.
Unless you come as part of a 
large party, you will most likely be 
seated with other smaller groups at a 
table surrounding the hibachi grill.
The experience of watching 
the hibachi chef in action is often 
complete with sizzling food flying 
through the air, a flaming onion, and 
other such endearing moves by the 
hibachi chef.
The hibachi experience tends to 
be a bit more expensive, as the meals 
include a Japanese clear soup, small 
salad, tea, a shrimp appetizer, and 
ice cream in addition to the meal.
The hibachi menu also offers 
the option of dinner for two as well 
as some combination dinners. You 
can also order sushi at the hibachi 
tables.
While Katsu-Ya is not a cheap 
meal, it is most definitely an enjoy-
able experience and more than 
affordable as the occasional night 
out. The restaurant is overall pleas-
ing to vegetarians, meat-lovers, sea-
food and anime fans alike.
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Katsu-ya: sushi on the ave
The perceptions that 
college-age students 
tend to have about 
alcohol use do not 
match the facts... 
only 0.2 percent of 
the 517 students 
surveyed reported 
drinking daily.
Photo courtesy of Google Images
caused problems around campus, 
Meyer stated that the subsystem’s 
arrestors luckily prevented the sub-
station equipment from acquiring 
any further damage.
Since the outage took place dur-
ing the beginning of a busy lunch 
hour, Dining Services staff hurried 
to work around the problem before 
the student rush. Only B Line — nor-
mally the deli line — was kept 
open during the lunch hour, and 
disposable dishes were placed out 
instead.
Around other areas of campus, 
some classes were cancelled, while 
some students were forced to take 
midterms in the relative darkness 
of their classrooms.
Most of the library floors were 
lit by overhead emergency lights. 
Immediately after the outage, library 
staff checked elevators and corners 
of the library, then provided flash-
lights for certain offices and the 
dark restrooms.
The reference librarians also 
continued their assistance, answer-
ing research questions “the old-
fashioned way,” as library director 
Peter Gilbert put it, “with reference 
books and print indexes.”
In campuswide emergencies like 
the power outage, Meyer explained 
that in order to react properly, sev-
eral things need to happen at once.
“Most of the computer and com-
munication systems are backed up 
by uninterruptible power supplies 
and the large generator in Hiett 
Hall,” explained Meyer.
The Hiett generator, as well as 
several smaller generators around 
campus, also supply power for 
emergency lighting to other build-
ings. Some buildings also use bat-
tery-operated emergency lighting in 
case of outages.
Although the power outage cre-
ated difficulties for students and 
staff, the weather was nice enough 
that drastic measures didn’t have 
to be taken.
Some students questioned 
how the campus would react to 
a power outage during the cold 
winter months. In this case, Meyer 
explained that Lawrence would most 
likely have to rent a backup genera-
tor “to supply necessary power to 
the campus if it was not a short 
term failure.”
Meyer also added that the new 
campus center will be equipped 
with emergency power generation 
“that could eventually upgrade 
some of the backup capabilities on 
the east side of the campus.”
Power was finally restored on 
campus around 3 p.m.
power
continued from page 1
Tues., April 24, Texas A&M 
Professor of History and Lawrence 
University 1965 alumnus 
Thomas Dunlap gave a talk titled 
“Environmentalism as Reform and 
Religion.”
Dunlap is one of the country’s 
leading scholars on the history of 
environmentalism and is the author 
of four books. In his talk he examined 
the environmentalist movement’s 
“development as a secular faith.”
Dunlap explained that the envi-
ronmental reform movement ini-
tially attempted to seek a more just 
society and asked people to stop 
and think; while it had to no reli-
gious component it used a moral 
language.
Environmentalism is different 
from most movements, he said, 
because unlike most it has gone on 
for more than 40 years.
Another unique trait of environ-
mentalism, Dunlap said, is that it 
spans a wide array of people.
All social and economic classes 
have an interest in environmental-
ism. This is because environmental-
ism looks beyond social change to 
the interactions between humans 
and the universe.
Dunlap explained that it is not 
just a reform movement, because it 
goes to the ultimate questions such 
as how humans are related to the 
world. It is in essence a religious 
movement that gives many people 
meaning and answers.
This requires an alteration of the 
idea of religion from the concept of 
god, dogmas and creeds, to the idea 
of religion as the answering of ulti-
mate questions. Environmentalism 
offers people a way to live a good 
life, or a way to avoid sin, Dunlap 
said.
Many believe that in terms of 
global warming and other such prob-
lems progress and technology will 
come up with a solution. According 
to environmentalism, Dunlap said, 
we need to change our ideas about 
where progress will get us and what 
it can do.
“Environmentalism is a slow-
motion landslide; it is not gen-
erational. Things have changed. 
Environmentalism is no longer a 
movement but a political discourse,” 
he stated.
Dunlap also argued that envi-
ronmentalists need to change their 
outlook from optimistic to hopeful, 
because optimism inhibits complete 
understanding.
“We can’t just keep going because 
we think we are going to win, or to 
just keep the dance going one more 
step,” he said.
Hope is the kind of perspective 
that the masses need. This outlook 
would help environmentalists talk to 
opponents that believe growth and 
technology will solve all problems.
Ultimately, Dunlap believes 
that admitting environmental-
ism serves as the religious answer 
to many will aid the movement. 
“Environmentalism must be used 





Most seniors cringe when they 
hear the infamous question, “What 
are YOU doing next year?” Whether 
they are tired because family, friends 
and strangers constantly pose the 
question or because they constantly 
ask it themselves, it’s a reminder for 
many students that ambiguity looms 
after graduation.
Some students choose to contin-
ue their education and enter gradu-
ate school the fall after they com-
plete their bachelor’s degrees. Many 
other students will opt to take at 
least a year away from academia to 
earn money, travel and/or attempt 
to gain worldly wisdom and experi-
ence. Following are a few profiles 
to show the diverse ambitions and 
directions of this year’s seniors.
Maggie Helms, who will graduate 
with majors in English and govern-
ment and a minor in history, was 
attracted to the Target corporation 
because of its “growth potential and 
its dedication to philanthropy.”
Despite competition from busi-
ness majors at bigger schools, 
Helms earned a position as a Senior 
Business Analyst, and eventually 
she may seek a professional degree 
in law or a Master’s in Business 
Administration.
Her new job will take her through 
the post-Lawrence transition period, 
and allow her to save money to 
pay for her graduate level education 
without taking out loans. As she 
said, “I hate loans.”
Despite some reluctance to leave 
Lawrence, Helms appreciates the 
benefits of her liberal arts educa-
tion, mentioning that her placement 
“reflects really favorably on what we 
do here [at Lawrence],” and will serve 
as an appropriate step to her further 
intellectual endeavors.
Another senior, James Hall, is 
headed to Europe to make use of 
his Lawrence education and figure 
out his future plans. Hall is tak-
ing his Bachelor of Music degree in 
trombone performance, Bachelor of 
Arts degree in religious studies, and 
interest in oenology — the study of 
wine — to Vienna this July.
He’ll be working with the Institute 
for European Studies and pursuing a 
music career. Through the next few 
years he’ll gauge if he wants to 
continue as a musician, enter a theo-
logical institution in Germany, or get 
into the wine business.
With the next year set for Vienna, 
Hall is looking forward to endless 
long-term possibilities. “For me, the 
most exciting thing about graduat-
ing is the uncertainty of it. I’m sure 
the most rewarding parts of the next 
few years will be the things I never 
could have expected,” he says.
Government major Kirsten 
Gundersen will move from Lawrence 
to a six-month term volunteering 
with the NGO Art Studio in Tanzania. 
Gundersen will work with the soccer 
program coaching and organizing 
tournaments as well as tutor chil-
dren and women.
While she’s happy to apply her 
interest in soccer and help others, 
Gundersen is really excited about 
the prospect of traveling and expe-
riencing “far away places that shake 
up [her] idea of reality.” Without a 
clear plan for the future, it’s possible 
that this experience will open doors 
to opportunities and ideas as it chal-
lenges her with an expanded view of 
the world.
This sample of three seniors 
is only a glimpse of the potential 
routes 2007 alums can and will take. 
The possibilities are endless and as 
diverse as the students in the class.
While students at larger institu-
tions or in more streamlined cur-
ricula may move directly from col-
lege to their career path, liberal arts 
graduates have both the freedom 
and burden to choose their own 
next step.
Lawrence’s encompassing educa-
tion allows graduates to be flexible 
with their bachelor’s degrees. This 
year’s class promises to make tracks 
across the country and globe, adding 
dimension to their own educations, 
worldviews, and experiences.
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Liberal arts 
graduates have both 
the freedom and 
burden to choose 
their own next step.
dunlap discusses environmentalism
Photos by Jen Cox
Throughout the day, student volunteers worked in the Sustainable Lawrence University Garden (above). Music was provided by Mark Johnson and Asher 
Perlman (below), as well as Thomas Beneke and Jared Bartman (inset). 
EarTH day CElEBraTiON 2007
“COME GET SCREWED…”
THE TURN OF 
THE SCREW
Cloak Theatre / Free ~ no ticket required!
Friday, 4 May, 8 p.m. 
& Saturday, 5 May, 8 p.m. 
(over Reading Period)
A Lawrence University Student Production
Viewpoint: immigration
oPinions & ediToriaLs4 Friday, april 27, 2007
The LawrenTian
In the last few years, the immi-
gration debate has reached a fevered 
pitch in this country. The conserva-
tives want to restrict immigration. 
Some want to deport all illegal aliens; 
some have called for sealing the 
borders. The left generally calls for 
less restrictive immigration policies, 
but calls for more aggressive social-
ist policies. In this way, the left has 
discredited the pro-immigration side 
of the debate, leaving the “rational” 
conservative viewpoint to become 
the dominating position.
Despite seemingly different 
viewpoints between the left and the 
conservatives, neither side has been 
able to offer any sort of principled 
defense of open, unrestricted immi-
gration. But there are some of us 
who can.
My position is clear. I am for 
completely open borders, with some 
minimal screening to check for crimi-
nals or people with infectious dis-
eases.
Human beings have a right to 
be free from force and government 
coercion, no matter where they hap-
pen to have been born. The govern-
ment is not the giver of rights, but 
the protector of rights. All humans 
have the right to liberty because 
that is what our nature as rational 
beings requires. It is immoral to deny 
this right to any person because it 
belongs to them by birthright, not by 
government gift-giving.
One of the most pervasive argu-
ments against liberal immigration 
policies is the fear that “Immigrants 
will take our jobs.” Our? The only 
job a person has a claim to is the one 
they currently hold. Just because you 
were born in a certain place doesn’t 
mean that you have the right to a job 
that someone else provides — you 
only do if you can earn it.
The same is true with immi-
grants. When an employer or landlord 
seeks to do business and trade with 
someone, they should be allowed to 
do it without interference from the 
government. If Juan wants to rent an 
apartment from Bill and Bill wants to 
sell it to him, he should be allowed to 
do so. If a meat packing plant wants 
to hire Mexican workers at $3 an 
hour, they should be allowed to do 
so (needless to say I am against any 
sort of minimum wage legislation). In 
America, individuals have rights, not 
the tribe or any other gang.
Like the previous argument, most 
arguments against liberal immigra-
tion are collectivist and some vari-
ation on “This is OUR stuff, not 
yours.” But in a free society, only 
individuals own things, not groups. 
American citizens do not collectively 
own the land; only individuals can 
claim ownership to their particular 
property.
One of my favorite anti-immi-
gration arguments is the “terrorists 
will cross the border!” claim. This 
argument is ridiculous on its face. 
Like the Department of Homeland 
Security, conservatives try everything 
they can to keep from actually hav-
ing to fight an offensive war against 
militant Islam.
The idea that our enemies can be 
defeated by “sealing the border” and 
examining America with a magnify-
ing glass is completely absurd and 
shows an utter lack of understand-
ing of the threat that we face from 
the enemy. On top of that, I venture 
to claim that no amount of border 
security could keep out a determined 
terrorist. There is only one way to 
protect America from Islamic terror-
ism: Win the war.
As with all moral acts, allowing 
others to immigrate freely to our 
country has nothing but benefits 
in store. Immigrants are willing to 
work jobs that genteel Americans no 
longer want or need to work. This 
allows everyone to move into a more 
productive area of the workforce and 
improve their lives.
Immigrants, by their very nature, 
are a courageous and heroic people. 
They come here in search of a bet-
ter life, often without a promise of 
success and without speaking the 
language. They do this often at great 
personal risk, especially if they come 
here illegally.
They are freedom loving, and for 
that reason we drain other countries, 
even the socialist countries of Europe 
(what has been called the “brain 
drain”) of their best and brightest. 
Because of this, some of the great-
est Americans in history have been 
immigrants themselves, such as Ayn 
Rand, who fled the Soviet Union 
and became a far greater defender 
of America than any of us natives 
would have become without her.
In conclusion, the right to lib-
erty is unquestionable. The benefits 
of immigration are numerous and 









Ants pass the winter hibernat-
ing. Similar to bears, bats, frogs, 
mountain pygmy possums and the 
western diamondback rattlesnake, 
ants store up energy and fatten up 
in the fall to then lie dormant during 
winter months.
Most take cover beneath bark, 
under rocks, or within the ant hole 
that will naturally close off from 
detritus over the course of the win-
ter. Come warm weather, ants awak-
en and work restlessly to reopen 
their holes.
A good time to observe ant 
behavior is when they are working 
on reconstruction. Ant trails are the 
result of pheromones deposited by 
the ants as they travel. Other ants 
are attracted to the familiar scent 
and will take the route with the most 
powerful smell.
Because the strength of phero-
mones deposited is dependent on the 
length of the route and the amount 
of ant traffic, the longer trails have 
less concentrated pheromones and 
the pathways used by ants evolve to 
be the most efficient.
Examination of ant behavior has 
actually contributed a fair amount 
to human traffic flow patterns. In 
other words, people have studied 
ant colonies and have modeled the 
patterns observed in ant behavior to 
help structure traffic flow.
Ants may seem like a small, 
slightly inconvenient menace at pic-
nics, but fire ants kill about five 
percent of individuals they sting. Fire 
ants are actually such a large prob-
lem in the southeast that an alien 
species, the phorid fly, has been 
introduced to manage the problem.
The flies lay eggs on the ants and 
when the larvae hatch they eat off 
the head of the ant.
And all the little 
ants marching, 




King Arthur, St. George, John 
Cleese and Ken Livingstone. Most 
likely, only two of these names hold 
any significance for you guys on the 
west side of the pond. King Arthur 
because he’s the mythologized first 
king of England — and, has any-
one seen Disney’s animated tale of 
Arthur, “The Sword in the Stone”?
John Cleese is obvious. He and 
his crew (best known as Monty 
Python’s Flying Circus, for those of 
you who may have resided under 
a rock growing up) made the other 
film tribute to the great first mon-
arch of jolly old England.
This past Monday, one event 
brought the four men together. April 
23 is St. George’s day, England’s 
(not Great Britain’s, the difference is 
quite big) national day, which is kind 
of like the 4th of July but is more 
just a nominal celebration of the 
patron saint of England, St. George. 
It’s not even a holiday.
The day has its roots in the 12th 
century when Richard the Lionheart 
adopted St. George and the flag of 
St. George, a red cross on a white 
background, as England’s.
It seems like this day has never 
had much recognition, however. 
This year London’s Mayor Ken 
Livingstone (whose little signature is 
Mayor of London) decided to make a 
weekend out of the day. The week-
end’s events celebrated the history 
of prolific English humor (sort of 
apt for a day which is never taken 
seriously anyway), starting with a 
daylong showcase of various film 
shorts and clips from many decades 
of humorists and culminating on 
Monday night with a large-screen 
showing of “Monty Python and the 
Holy Grail” in Trafalgar Square.
Monday’s activities started with 
over 4,000 people showing up to 
break the world record for coconut 
orchestras (they did, by quite a lot), 
led by the cast of Terry Gilliam’s and 
Terry Jones’ “Spamalot,” the musi-
cal based on the Holy Grail. One of 
the many free London newspapers, 
the London Lite, has a little blurb 
and photo showing that Gilliam and 
Jones were actually there (I didn’t 
see them unfortunately), leading the 
orchestra and doing their part for 
good old George.
It was, I think, a very appropri-
ately English event (Way to go Mr. 
Livingstone!). It was the first time 
since arriving here that I have not 
been surrounded by immigrants or 
tourists. Everyone that I heard was 
very English. Folks sipped cans of 
beer, pre-mixed gin and tonics, and 
Pimm’s (Google it), smoked a lot, 
and quoted along with the film. 
Some wore the English flag of St. 
George on their backs like capes. A 
couple of blokes got up and danced, 
unabashedly, with the song “Knights 
of the Round Table.”
Even the choice of movies was 
absolutely right. Besides the fact 
that Monty Python is the biggest and 
most recognized name in English 
humor (Ricky Gervais is getting up 
there, though), the actual subject 
matter was perfect. It’s ridiculously 
silly, but the film does show Arthur 
as a pretty serious guy. He predates 
the adoption of St. George by a few 
hundred years and he is even more 
important a marker for the begin-
ning of the great monarchy.
The 20th-century equivalent to 
King A. and St. G. seem to be the 
comedians that are so present and 
so well known. As I said, Ricky 
Gervais is the new name synony-
mous with English humor (if you 
don’t know him yet, you will soon). 
He might as well be the new PM; 
the world would be better. But, of 
course, John Cleese, Terry Gilliam, 
Terry Jones, Eric Idle, etc. (the rest 
are less famous, sorry!) virtually 
invented English humor, or at least 
made it internationally known. What 
great guys to celebrate on a day 
which celebrates England.
St. George’s day is not well 
known, but Ken Livingstone cer-
tainly made it good fun.
Emily Passey 
Staff Writer
london Calling: St. George's day
Dear Stahl,
I miss your goodly 
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The opinions expressed in these editorials are those of the 
students, faculty, and community members who submitted 
them. All facts are as provided by the authors. The Lawrentian 
does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff edi-
torial, which represents a majority of the editorial board. The 
Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions 
using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
pHOTO pOll : 
“What did you do during 
the blackout?”
“Actually wrote on my 
friend's wall.” 
- Lisa Ritland
“Went to the grill.” 
- Everyone in the grill
Photo poll by Peter Bennett
“Dude, I don't remember … I think 
maybe I was at the Delt House.” 
- Peter Griffith
“What didn't we do during the 
blackout … ?”
- Cassidy Heller and Dan Hertel 




Lately this campus seems to be experiencing an increasing lack of 
student participation in the surveys, elections and feedback sessions 
that shape the experiences of current and future Lawrentians.
The most recent example of this lack of student participation 
was the LUCC Constitutional Referendum. Open for a week in survey 
format on Voyager, only 244 students answered the first question 
and still fewer — 225 — answered the second question. This year’s 
LUCC presidential election, which was also done online for students’ 
convenience, also had a low turnout. Only 263 students voted in an 
election for what is probably the most important student officer posi-
tion on campus.
At the end of March, a feedback event was held at the wall mock-
up for the new campus center. It was estimated that only about 30 
students were present at the beginning of this event. While it is true 
that most of us are not going to be around to see the new campus cen-
ter, we still have the opportunity to help design something that future 
generations of Lawrentians will be using for a very long time.
The faculty is so aware of our apathy that when they switched to 
doing course evaluations online students got reminder emails from 
the Registrar’s Office, Provost and Dean of the Faculty Dave Burrows, 
Dean of Students Nancy Truesdell, ITS and the president herself.
So why are we so apathetic? Are we that busy with homework, 
papers, projects and practicing that we can’t make time for our 
beloved campus? Or do we really just not care? Perhaps it’s because 
students feel less of a sense of community or loyalty to campus than 
they used to. Whatever the cause of it may be, we should make an 
effort to change it. We spend just four short years here; we may as 
well take advantage of every opportunity given us to make changes 
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Editorial policy is deter-
mined by the editor. Any opin-
ions which appear unsigned 
are those of the majority of 
The Lawrentian’s editorial 
board.
Letters to the editor are 
welcome and encouraged. The 
editor reserves the right to edit 
for style and space. Letters 
must be e-mailed to: 
lawrentian@lawrence.edu. 
Submissions by e-mail should 
be text attachments.
 — All submissions to the edi-
torials page must be turned 
in to The Lawrentian no later 
than 5 p.m. on the Monday 
before publication. 
 — All submissions to the 
editorials page must be accom-
panied by a phone number 
at which the author can be 
contacted.  Articles submitted 
without a contact number will 
not be published.
 — The Lawrentian reserves 
the right to print any submis-
sions received after the above 
deadline and to edit each sub-
mission for clarity, decency, 
and grammar.
 — Letters to the editor 
should not be more than 350 
words, and will be edited for 
clarity, decency, and grammar.
 — Guest editorials may be 
arranged by contacting the 
editor in chief or the editorials 







Sometimes when I am with my 
group of friends I become exception-
ally annoyed with them. Everything 
they do bothers me to the point 
where I can’t focus on anything 
except how annoying they are. I feel 
like walking away and never talking 
to them again. Is this normal, or am 




It is normal for you to be 
annoyed with your friends because 
your friends are, as nearly everyone 
is, annoying. Throughout your life, 
as you are beginning to realize, you 
will be surrounded by bothersome 
people. Your “friends” are like war-
riors who were genetically modified 
to be incredibly irritating, and the 
useless chatter which they subject 
you to is akin to waterboarding.
Your urge to escape your friends 
will eventually become an urge to 
escape humanity as you realize that 
everybody else is just like them. 
Unfortunately hermithood is not a 
viable option if you desire pleasures 
in life such as money, learning or 
babes. Your best option is to employ 
various techniques which will limit 
others’ ability to pester you, and 
allow you to live in society while 
being relatively un-annoyed. This 
is what Christ called being in the 
world but not of it.
One trick which I like to use is 
not acknowledging greetings. When 
someone who might greet you is 
on the same sidewalk as you, keep 
your head down. If you accidentally 
make eye contact, pretend that you 
are deaf. Pretending to be handi-
capped is a great way to avoid 
interaction. Do not pretend to be 
too handicapped, however, or else 
people might find your story inspir-
ing, and then you have to deal with 
admirers.
Another good trick is pretend-
ing to be busy. Sometimes people 
who think they are my friends ask 
me to go to their parties. I usually 
say that I cannot because I will be 
at a “Frisbee tournament.” I have 
not played Frisbee in years! Little 
deceits such as these can free you 
from aggravating situations.
A third method for avoiding 
people is to be mean. If you want 
your presence undesired, be unde-
sirable. This method comes with a 
caveat: Some (most) girls enjoy any 
type of attention, and will misinter-
pret your meanness as flirting. You 
should combat these girls by avoid-
ing them altogether.
These techniques and others 
should make your life more bear-
able. Do not be surprised, however, 
if nothing takes the pain of friend-
ship away completely.
Dr. James Eric Prichard holds 
many terminal degrees in various 
fields from institutions around the 
globe. He is decent at foosball but 
poor at table tennis.
James Eric Prichard 
for The Lawrentian
love, indubitably
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The Lawrence University Pep 
Band will strut their stuff in Riverview 
Lounge at the second annual pep 
band concert Fri., April 27 at 8 p.m.
Throughout the years, Lawrence 
students have craved an organized 
pep band, but it wasn’t until last year 
that the Lawrence University Pep 
Band developed itself.
In a chance lunch meeting with 
President Jill Beck, the founder of 
LUPB, Rob Strelow, professed his 
interest in forming a group dedicated 
to performing music that invigorates 
the mind and soul: a pep band.
Beck helped the now-graduated 
Strelow find the necessary funds to 
purchase LUPB’s first drum set. With 
the ball set in motion, Strelow did 
what all great Lawrence groups have 
done: He requested and received 
LUCC funding, and he set up a booth 
at the activities fair.
LUPB had a slow start. While 
making it through the first football 
season, the classic rocking came to a 
screeching halt in the middle of the 
year due to lack of dedication. In its 
first year, the group went through 
more drummers than Spinal Tap.
“It’s all volunteer. There’s no way 
to threaten people!” joked sopho-
more Bryce Schuler, the man cur-
rently in charge of LUPB.
After reorganizing practice times 
and establishing a system of semi-
accountability, LUPB played through 
last year’s epic basketball season 
with vigor.
Changing gears, the group decid-
ed to perform on stage in a concert 
for the Lawrence community. The 
concert featured the classic reper-
toire of pep band music — “Land of 
1000 Dances,” songs from “Rocky,” 
and “Jump, Jive and Wail,” but also 
included “Rock ‘n’ Me,” by the Steve 
Miller Band, which was specially 
arranged by the band for the con-
cert.
The concert was a hit. It was not 
only a pleasure for the audience, but 
also a tremendous learning experi-
ence for LUPB members.
Now, one year later, the band 
is preparing, once again, to rock 
Riverview. Since Strelow graduated, 
Schuler has taken the reins. “We’re 
precise this year,” said Schuler.
Current LUPB group participa-
tion varies greatly, but there are 
usually 15 or 20 band members at a 
given event. Eventually, LUPB hopes 
to have Lawrence faculty play at the 
concert or even at pep events.
With members from all academic 
areas at Lawrence, there are con-
stantly new arrivals and departures 
within the group, but they all have a 
similar creed.
Members enjoy the musical out-
let LUPB provides, having the oppor-
tunity to attend athletic events, but 
most of all, the wild entertainment 
associated with LUPB.
Considerable amounts of this 
wild entertainment will be found 
at the LUPB concert in Riverview 
Lounge Friday. With the theme “A 
Brief History of Rock,” the concert 
will showcase early rock pieces from 
the ‘60s such as “Born to be Wild,” 
and “Smoke on the Water.” It will 
also feature modern rock songs such 
as “Smells Like Teen Spirit,” and 
“Come Sail Away.”
And bring your dancing shoes: In 
an effort to encourage audience par-
ticipation on the dance floor, LUPB 
has invited the LU swing dancers.
pep Band ready to rock riverview yet again
Zachary Keilholz
for The Lawrentian
The Lawrence Symphony 
Orchestra and combined choirs will 
perform Brahms’ “German Requiem” 
this Sat., April 28 at 8 p.m. in the 
Lawrence Memorial Chapel, under 
the direction of Director of Choral 
Studies Rick Bjella. The concert fea-
tures soprano Winifred Faix Brown 
and baritone Bill McGraw.
That Brahms wrote his requi-
em in German, rather than Latin, 
contributes to its universal human 
appeal: A work sung in the native 
tongue could be understood and 
appreciated by the common per-
son.
With that idea in mind, the 
Lawrence choirs will sing the requi-
em in a new English translation.
According to senior Jesse 
Weinberg, the bass section leader, 
“Many singers were upset about this 
decision. Initially I was disappoint-
ed, but I think that it is as important 
for us to sing these words in English 
as it was for Brahms to write them 
in German.”
From an ominous beginning to 
a hopeful end, the requiem is “a 
journey from darkness to light,” 
said Bjella.
The music also contains a cer-
tain “yin and yang” quality, arising 
most notably between the orchestra 
and the choir. When the orchestra is 
in despair, the choir remains hope-
ful, and when the choir becomes 
despondent, the orchestra suddenly 
sees the light.
This contrast can be heard in 
the darkly colored first movement, 
which excludes the violins, clarinets, 
piccolo, trumpets and timpani.
The opening instrumental line 
is full of melancholy, but the choir 
soon enters singing “Selig sind” 
(Blessed are they) in ascending 
major thirds, as though leading the 
way to hope.
The structure of Brahms’ seven-
movement masterwork is simulta-
neously pyramidal and cyclical. In 
the spirit of a pyramid, the first 
three movements build up to the 
centerpiece movement, and the last 
three gradually descend from the 
sublime calmness of the middle.
The fourth movement contains 
the “beautiful, catchy tune” for 
which the requiem is most com-
monly known. Weinberg also noted 
Brahms’ use of “sophisticated har-
monic language,” a talent that he 
developed further over the course 
of is life.
“Brahms continually experi-
mented with harmonic progressions 
— he reinvented the wheel several 
times in his life,” Weinberg said.
The cyclical structure is 
expressed as the choirs end the 
piece with the same word that began 
it: “blessed.”
“The ending is unbelievably 
majestic — it is not at all flashy,” 
said Bjella. “The finale unites the 
living and the dead, and blesses 
the dead with the same words that 
conclude the first movement. There 
is a real sense of solemnity.”
The piece contains a number of 
exciting fugues. One found at the 
end of the third movement is “a 
finale that is second to none,” said 
Bjella. “There is even a kitchen sink 
thrown in for complexity.”
The “German Requiem” is unique 
in its nonliturgical nature. Although 
Brahms carried a Bible in his pock-
et and was undoubtedly religious, 
Bjella explained that “Brahms didn’t 
fit into a religious dogma, and he 
purposefully avoided certain texts.” 
The words are an eclectic mix of Old 
and New Testament texts.
The requiem is challenging for a 
number of reasons.
“It switches jarringly fast into 
new keys,” said Bjella. “This illus-
trates how things can change in the 
blink of an eye, as we saw recently 
with the tragedy at Virginia Tech.”
The “German Requiem” suc-
ceeds in expressing an epic range 
of human emotions, from struggle 
and despair to joy and hope. Come 
this Saturday evening to commemo-
rate a death, listen for the kitchen 
sink, or simply to hear beautiful 




Bjella undertakes Brahms’ “German requiem”
Photo by Annie Aaker
The fun-loving pep band crowds into the library elevator. Expect the same upbeat energy at the concert. 
Fast-paced trimesters do not 
leave much room for life outside of 
Lawrence, yet the Social Justice Film 
Series put on by the Volunteer and 
Community Service Center is one 
way to escape the bubble.
Laura Milewski, Social Justice 
Programmer for the VCSC and driv-
ing force behind the series, said, “It’s 
important for [students] to realize 
that there are things going on out-
side of campus, Appleton, and the 
United States.” Social justice, she 
says, is often kept quiet.
Many of the films are documen-
taries, which reinforces Milewski’s 
overall theme of social justice in 
various situations both home and 
abroad.
So far, six films have been 
shown, including “An Inconvenient 
Truth,” “City of God,” “Wal-Mart: The 
High Cost of Low Price” and “Bloody 
Sunday.”
“The movies run the spectrum 
from dealing with the AIDS crisis 
not only in Africa but all over the 
world, to the injustices of some big 
corporations, to the immediate need 
to do something to save our wonder-
ful planet,” said Milewski.
Believe it or not, the films do 
make an impact.
Milewski recalled one student 
who was so moved by Al Gore’s 
message in “An Inconvenient Truth” 
about the effects of global warm-
ing on storm and hurricane pat-
terns as related to the Katrina crisis 
that she immediately signed up for 
the Habitat for Humanity and VCSC 
spring break trip to New Orleans.
“How amazing is that!?” 
exclaimed Milewski.
As a senior at Lawrence, Milewski 
understands the stressed-out college 
student. She believes that films are 
great study breaks, because they, 
unlike visiting speakers, are non-
committal.
In addition, she explains that 
films are less intimidating than 
speakers, because all the informa-
tion is “not coming from one par-
ticular source … more people and 
opinions are involved.”
Milewski’s personal mission par-
allels the mission of the VCSC: to 
help as many people as she possibly 
can. She hopes that “everyone can 
make at least one [film] to learn 
something about a part of the world 
or an issue that they never thought 
much about in the past.”
She adds that a campus environ-
ment is a perfect place to spread 
the message because it reaches even 
more people when students return 
home and discuss what they’ve 
seen.
Milewski admits 
that like most 
Lawrence students, 
she has never been 
personally affected by 
the issues presented 
in her film series, but 
that her connection 
lies in spreading the 
message to others.
She feels grate-
ful to be able to put 
on the series for the 
VCSC because it is 
something she would 
want to organize on 
her own, and the cen-
ter provides her with 
the funding.
Only three more 
films are left in the 
series: “Maria Full of 
Grace,” “Bread and 
Roses,” and “Gandhi.” The films 
cover the topics of the drug market, 
labor unions, and nonviolent pro-
test, respectively.
All viewings are free of charge 
and open to students and the public. 
If you would like to be put on the 
e-mail list for information about 
upcoming films, send the VCSC an e-
mail or sign up at the next viewing.
No formal discussion immedi-
ately follows the showing of the 
films, leaving students responsible 
to start a dialogue.
“Maria Full of Grace” Wed., May 2
“Bread and Roses” Fri., May 18
“Gandhi” TBA
Social Justice Film Series bursts the bubble
Kirsten Rusinak
for The Lawrentian
Photo courtesy of imdb.com
Catalina Sandino Moreno plays María Álvarez, a pregnant Colombian teenager who gets caught up in the drug world..
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The underground hip-hop pro-
ducer RJD2 recently released a 
new CD on the XL label. Formally 
signed to the progressive indie hip-
hop label Definitive Jux, “The Third 
Hand” marks a dramatic move away 
from the sample-based, soul-tinged 
instrumental hip-hop hailed by fans 
and critics alike toward a perfor-
mance-based, vocal-centered pop 
approach. RJ was kind enough to 
talk with me for a few minutes about 
his newest release.
Dan Willis: A lot has been said 
about how different this album is 
from your previous releases. Do you 
see it so much as different, or per-
haps a departure, or just simply 
the next thing you need to do as an 
artist?
RJD2: I guess I can kind of see it 
from sides of the spectrum. I mean, 
for me the kind of individual parts 
of how a song comes together, they 
are just sort of a natural progres-
sion. I’ve always used a lot of vocal 
samples previously. So turning to 
using my own vocals once I got com-
fortable singing in the studio is just 
kind of natural.
Otherwise everything else in a 
lot of ways comes together the same 
way that I did stuff before. It’s just 
me, and I’m, you know, trying to 
do a bass line, and maybe before 
I’d just use a sample, or I’d use the 
MPC. Now I pick up a bass. I can also 
understand how people might see it 
as something extremely different. At 
first glance I can understand.
DW: What’s the difference 
between trying to find the right hook 
in a sample and trying to create your 
own hook?
RJ: Oh, it’s very similar. You 
know when something works; it 
clicks, you recognize it. You’ve got 
to realize, when I do a song with just 
samples, the first thing you try in a 
place doesn’t always work. A lot of 
times you try something in a par-
ticular place in a song, and it works 
OK, or it works great, or it doesn’t 
work very good. You end up going 
through three or four incarnations 
of different samples till you find the 
thing that really clicks.
And, you know, recording for me 
is the exact same thing. Especially as 
far as vocals go, it’s the same thing. 
I do several different drafts. I kind of 
do a sketch of the vocals, just to see 
how things should fit. And do that 
over and over until I find something 
that really clicks, you can just kind 
of tell.
DW: On “The Third Hand,” you 
sing all the vocals and play all the 
instruments. From a performance 
perspective, what’s the difference 
between singing and playing instru-
ments versus DJing?
RJ: I love both, but there’s a 
different level of excitement with 
instruments. You’re able to think 
on your feet when you’re playing an 
instrument to a level that you can’t 
do with turntables. Which isn’t to 
say I like one more than the other. 
They’re each different.
DW: Do you think instruments 
allow for more interaction with the 
audience?
RJ: Completely, totally. It’s more 
interactive, it’s more risky, in the 
sense that it could fall apart at any 
time. There is a huge inherent safety 
net built into DJing.
DW: Is that interaction some-
thing you were looking for in your 
move towards performance music?
RJ: Definitely. Yeah, I mean one 
of the things I didn’t like about just 
using turntables was that it felt like 
there was this disconnect between 
me and the audience. You know, 
being able to see people face to face 
really, and you know, playing. I feel 
like it’s a lot more satisfying.
DW: Was the move from Def Jux 
to XL a way to get away from feeling 
like you had to do more exclusively 
hip-hop?
RJ: It was more that once the 
record was essentially done, I kind of 
felt like it would be hard to market 
and promote from just the perspec-
tive of a hip-hop label. I felt like it 
was going to be very important to 
market and promote this record. 
And I would need a label that was 
more experienced with different 
genres of music. That’s where XL 
came in.
DW: What’s the difference 
between how a critic might receive 
this record and how a fan might 
receive it? Does that affect you at 
all?
RJ: I’ll start by saying the dif-
ference between how a fan might 
receive it and how a critic might 
receive it is that the critic doesn’t 
continually review a record. They 
don’t review the same record five 
times.
In real life, though, a record 
changes in a month. Your experi-
ences and phases in your life are 
what change the record. Sometimes 
it takes you a while to appreciate 
things; sometimes it hits you after a 
period of time.
The only thing a fan has riding 
on a record is how much they enjoy 
it. But from a critics perspective 
there is another factor that’s not just 
about whether they like it or not. 
Their job and career might sort of 
dictate the way they review it.
DW: Besides the performance 
aspects of non-sample-based music, 
is there anything else motivating 
your move away from samples?
RJ: Well, there are a bunch of 
other reasons. There are creative 
limitations, legal limitations and I 
think it’s just natural to want to try 
new things. Being solely constricted 
to using samples is very limiting.
DW: Can you talk a little more 
about the creative limitations?
RJ: Here’s an example of a limi-
tation that I come across almost 
constantly. I go into a song knowing 
that I want to have a lot of chord 
changes; I don’t want to just use 
the same progression through the 
whole song. A common experience 
for me would be, like, I’ve got the 
song and I’ve got a couple of the 
changes already worked out. And I 
need a guitar line for this part, let’s 
call that part A. But the song already 
has a part B, C and D. Its very, very 
rare that when you find that sample, 
its going to have enough variations 
on the record that you can chop it 
up and use one part for A, another 
part for B and another part for 
C. And that’s something that I’ve 
always wanted to happen. Plus, it’s 
enormously time consuming to sift 
through samples.
Sounds like: an interview with rJd2
Dan Willis
Staff Writer
The feel of the LU coffeehouse, 
usually resonating with jazz or 
acoustic band rhythms, transformed 
last Tuesday evening when an inva-
sion of Spanish students brought 
back the “literary café.”
The literary café is a tradition 
that calls to mind images of rooms 
hazy with cigar smoke, filled with 
avant-garde intellectual discourse 
and artistic collaboration. Without 
breaking fire codes, ¡VIVA! made its 
“Noche de Poesia” such an artistic 
success.
¡VIVA! arranged the Noche de 
Poesia, their third annual, so that 
Spanish students at Lawrence could 
share their personal favorite aspects 
of Spanish-speaking culture with 
each other and the Lawrence com-
munity.
This year, a number of well-
dressed students and their profes-
sors read a wide variety of poetry, 
celebrating the artistic traditions of 
Latino, Hispanic, and Spanish cul-
tures.
The diversity of the readings 
included such greats as Pablo Neruda, 
Gabriela Mistral, and even the mono-
theistic Aztec Nezahualcoyotl, who 
wrote in free verse during the 15th 
century.
In addition to poetry, Tuesday’s 
event included musical and dance 
performances. According to co-
president of ¡VIVA! Teresa Hardison, 
Noche de Poesia was strictly lim-
ited to poetry in previous years, 
but expanded this year due to the 
diverse interests of students.
Dario LaPoma, a freshman pia-
nist at Lawrence, opened the night 
with a piece called “Quiet Nights by 
Quiet Stars,” characterized by soft 
and sultry melodies. The next piece 
he played included the famous “Girl 
from Ipanema” tune, rendered con-
templative by LaPoma. 
The next six performers read 
pieces of poetry or prose from the 
authors of their choice. Sara Novak 
and Emily Palmer read excerpts from 
short stories that deal with issues 
of identity, especially the conflict of 
identity from the perspective of a 
Latina living in America.
These pieces evoked the strength 
of women who persevered despite 
the double confinements of family 
and a male-dominated society.
Assistant Professor of History 
Jake Frederick, who specializes in 
Latin American history, read a series 
of poems by Nezahualcoyotl.
Nezahualcoyotl is unusual both 
because of his poetry and his own 
peaceful brand of monotheism in a 
culture strongly dominated by vio-
lent polytheistic traditions.
The poem, “Cuicatli quica-
qui” or “My heart hears a song,” is 
comprised of sounds that differed 
strongly from the previously recited 
Spanish, providing a sharp image of 
how Spanish culture had effectively 
crushed indigenous culture since 
their conquest of South America. 
Frederick noted, “No one would be 
able to correct me even if I mispro-
nounced a word.”
Senior Megan 
Allen recited a 
poem that she has 
been studying since 
she’s been a student 
at Lawrence. “Every 
time I translate it, 
I get a new sense 
of the poem,” Allen 
said. “The lines ‘You 
are like the night / 
Quiet and constel-
lated / Your silence 
is of the stars’ 
especially give me 
a sense of peaceful-
ness and space.”
To end the pro-
gram with a blaze 
of power and sound, 
Valeria Rojas and 
Jamie Gajewski per-
formed a flamenco, 
which incorporated 
rhythmic stomping 
and elegant arm and 
hand gestures as if 
they were sweep-
ing away hordes of 
adoring fans.
¡ViVa! surveys Spanish culture in a "Noche de poesia"
Radhika Garland
Staff Writer
Photo by Nick Olson
Jamie Gajewski brings "Noche de Poesia" to a flashy close.
“No one would be able to 
correct me even if I mis-
pronounced a word.”
-Jake Frederick
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This past weekend was not 
the greatest time for the Lawrence 
University baseball team, but they 
still played very well. The 
weekend fea- tured an intense 
conference series between our home 
Lawrence Vikings and the visiting St. 
Norbert College Green Knights.
The series against St. Norbert was 
somewhat rough, with the Vikings 
losing their 8-6 lead in the eighth 
inning to a couple of lucky Norbert 
runners getting on base and then a 
home run that the wind caught and 
barely pushed over the fence.
St. Norbert then added two more 
runs to make it 11-8. In the bottom 
of the ninth the Vikings battled back 
hard with a home run smash by 
sophomore Hawk Haiduke, making 
the score 11-10.
But with runners in scoring posi-
tion and the game up for grabs, 
instead of pushing Matt Frelich’s 
long fly ball over the fence, the wind 
caught and blew it down, ending the 
comeback.
In the second game, there were 
pings coming from the metal bats of 
both teams.
The Vikings came out strong 
with home runs in the first running 
by Tim O’Toole and Ben Webster, 
but St. Norbert responded with good 
pitching and hitting for the rest 
of the game, and quieted the early 
game surge of the Vikes to take the 
game.
In the series, Josh Richie was 
the losing pitcher in game one and 
Brad Hauser took the loss in game 
two. However, they each did a good 
job of consistently throwing strikes 
and getting the batter to hit the ball 
weakly, albeit into lucky gaps or 
holes between the fielders.
This past Tuesday, the Vikings 
finished a conference game with 
Beloit that was postponed a couple 
of weeks ago due to snow. The 
Vikings took game one with great 
defense and good hitting by Evan 
Neuens and Ben Webster.
The Vikings also had solid 
pitching throughout the game from 
Hauser, Alex Fritsch and Kostreva. 
Freshman Luke Kostreva had an 
amazing breakthrough pitching 
performance against Beloit, coming 
into clutch relief and pitching 1 1/3 
innings in the first game to hold on 
to a one-run lead for Lawrence and 
attain the victory.
Kostreva apparently still had a 
lot of gas left in the tank, because 
he went all nine innings in the sec-
ond game, allowing only 10 hits, no 
walks, and having two strikeouts.
“I don’t know where those last 
two innings came from, I guess as 
a pitcher you sometimes just have 
your days,” Kostreva said of his bril-
liant day. It definitely was his day, 
but he also gave well-deserved credit 
to the rest of the team.
“It also helped that I had strong 
confidence in my defense and 
offense backing me up,” said Luke 
when asked about the games.
Hawk Haiduke commented on 
Kostreva’s performance, stating, “His 
curveball was nasty. The break on it 
was unbelievable. He was so on.”
In game two, St. Norbert took an 
early lead. The whole game was neck 
and neck with each team’s pitcher 
being on and keeping the offenses 
in check.
Lawrence gave a very valiant 
offensive push in the last innings, 
led by Haiduke, O’Toole, Webster 
and Hauser, but in the end when 
the table was set and ready to be 
cleared, the Vikings came up just 
short. The final score of both games 
ended up being 4-3, with Lawrence 
winning the first game and barely 
losing the second.
Overall, the Vikings seem to be 
progressing and figuring out what 
they need to get done. The team’s 
pitching is definitely on a strong 
upward slant. Now there just needs 
to be some timing with those huge 
home run bombs we are hitting or 
the big strikeout.
“We just need to stop shooting 
ourselves in the foot; we've got the 
talent and the potential,” said an 
optimistic Haiduke.
The statistics and watching the 
Vikes play would support Haiduke’s 
assessment. If the Vikings play like 
they can, and put their own guns on 
safety and their bats and pitching on 
rapid fire like they have been, then 
this next weekend when the Vikings 
take on a series against Ripon, let’s 
just say, the Ripon pitching staff will 
see hotshot hits being banged all 
across the diamond.
The Lawrence University wom-
en’s softball team had a very pro-
ductive week, winning all four games 
and finding its way within striking 
distance of first place in the North 
Division. 
This past weekend, the Vikings 
hosted the Carroll College Pioneers 
on Saturday and nonconference foe 
Finlandia on Sunday.
The Vikings faced both oppo-
nents twice and took care of busi-
ness in each game, winning two 
conference games decisively and the 
Sunday game’s dramatically.
The Vikings beat Carroll College 
14-1 in the first game and 11-7 
in the later contest, outscoring the 
Pioneers by a combined total of 
25-8.
The phenomenal play of fresh-
man Alex Goodson was on display 
over the weekend as she had two 
doubles and three RBIs in the first 
game and nearly hit for the cycle in 
the second.
Goodson had a home run, a triple 
and two singles in the second game 
on Saturday giving her four more 
RBIs, meaning that she was respon-
sible for only one run less than the 
entire Carroll College team.
Amanda Hauser also performed 
well in both Saturday games with 
two RBIs and a double. Senior Toren 
Johnson was another bright spot for 
the Vikings, scoring three runs in 
the first game and getting two hits 
in the second.
The Vikings, after beating Carroll 
convincingly on Saturday, had a 
much tougher time with Finlandia 
on Sunday. The women held on to 
beat Finlandia in the first game 4-3, 
behind solid pitching from junior 
Catherine Marinac, who gave up only 
one run.
Goodson drove in the game-win-
ning RBI in the second game with her 
sixth double of the season, a game 
in which she also hit her sixth home 
run, tying the Lawrence University 
record.
The entire Viking lineup contin-
ues to perform well as they currently 
have seven players batting above 
.300, with sophomore Jenna Reichel 
and freshman Alex Goodson leading 
the way with averages above .400.
Reichel is batting .420 and lead-
ing the team in stolen bases and hits. 
Junior Carrie Van Groll has been 
very solid with three home runs and 
a team leading on base percentage 
of .486.
The defense of the title-chas-
ing Vikings has been a consistency 
throughout the season and was on 
display over the weekend. Marinac 
was the winning pitcher in all four 
games and went from a record of 7-5 
on Friday to 11-5 by Sunday evening. 
Marinac continues to be a rock for 
the Lawrence women as she gave up 
only one earned run in two games 
against Finlandia.
Marinac and Goodson were both 
credited for their performances over 
the weekend with MWC weekly hon-
ors. Marinac was named Pitcher of 
the Week while Goodson was award-
ed Player of the Week honors.
The Vikings trail St. Norbert 
College by just one game in the loss 
column and although we don’t want 
to look too far ahead, the women 
may find themselves battling it out 
for first place come May 1 as the 
Vikings host the Green Knights for 
what could be a very pivotal two 
games.
The winner of the North Division 
is given the rights to host the 
Midwest Conference tournament 
held May 4 and 5. The Vikings still 
have four tough conference games 
before the St. Norbert face-off as 
they travel to both Ripon and Beloit 
for doubleheaders.
If the Vikings continue their hot 
hitting and solid pitching there is no 
reason to believe the women won’t 
be spending their reading period 
doing more important things than 
reading: winning a title.
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Baseball
April 23
Lawrence     3
Beloit           4
Lawrence      4
Beloit            3
April 22
Lawrence        8
St. Norbert      5
Lawrence          6
St. Norbert       16
April 21
Lawrence          10
St. Norbert         11
Lawrence            4
St. Norbert          9
Softball
April 22
Lawrence       6
Finlandia        5
Lawrence        4
Finlandia         3
April 21
Lawrence        11
Carroll              7
Lawrence          14
Carroll                1
Tennis
April 22
Lawrence      7
Beloit            2
April 20
Lawrence          1
Ripon   8
 
April 19
Lawrence     6









Team               MWC     Overall
Ripon  8-0 14-9
St. Norbert  7-1        17-7-1
Beloit  6-6 12-14
Lawrence  2-6 7-16
Carroll  1-11 7-19
Softball
Team         MWC  Overall   Points
St. Norbert   7-2 13-10 10
Lawrence    4-3 13-6 6
Beloit     4-5 9-15 6
Ripon     4-3 11-11 5
Carroll     0-9 4-19 -
Tennis
Team               MWC     Overall
Ripon *   4-0 6-7
St. Norbert *  3-1 15-11
Lawrence 2-2 4-10
Carroll  1-3 5-8
Beloit  0-4 2-10
* Qualified for MWC Team 
Tournament
scoreboard
Well, Sid the Kid is out of the 
playoffs, which is a big check mark 
in the disappointing column. The 
Pens couldn’t figure out Ottawa 
in the first round and checked 
out after an interesting, albeit less-
than-impressive five games.
True, Crosby shouldn’t be 
expected to carry his team (even 
though he’s probably got the talent 
to do it), but what was impres-
sive about the Penguins during the 
regular season is that he didn’t 
have to carry the team. ESPN.com’s 
“Rookie-of-the-year-in-waiting” 
Evegni Malkin, who dominated the 
regular season, was not spectacular 
in the playoffs, assisting four times 
but failing to pick up a goal. That 
depth was sorely needed, especially 
in the final two games of the series 
in which the Senators held Crosby 
scoreless.
Picking up the slack in the series 
was 18-year-old phenom Jordan 
Staal — the Penguins have three 
— count them, three — legitimate 
“phenoms” that can’t legally buy a 
drink in the Steel City: Crosby (19), 
Malkin (20) and Staal (18) — whose 
three goals shored up an anemic 
offense that averaged two goals per 
game in the series.
Marc-Andre Fleury was pretty 
much what we expected him to 
be in net over the course of the 
series. He showed signs of bril-
liance but was far too inconsistent 
to win at this level. But he is 22, so 
if his scorers want to go out and 
celebrate their team’s remarkable 
regular season turnaround, he can 
provide the vodka or wine or what-
ever they drink in Quebec (polar 
bear blood?).
I guess the important thing to 
take away from the series is that 
the Penguins just weren’t ready for 
a real cup run, but let’s be honest 
— things in Pittsburgh look pret-
ty good. The four (arguably) best 
Penguins have a combined age of 
79 (!), which is four years younger 
than the combined ages of the four 
leading scorers on the LU men’s 
basketball team.
I’m not saying that Ryan Kroeger 
is Sidney Crosby good, but Staal vs. 
Chris Page? That’s a tossup.
So my point, people, is this: 
Kroeger and the Vikings could 
make some real noise in next year’s 
Stanley Cup playoffs.










The Lawrence University golf 
team participated in two events 
over the weekend. Saturday the 
Vikings played in the Beloit College 
Open and Sunday they took part in 
the Carroll College Invitational. The 
Vikings took fifth place Saturday 
as Ryan Knox and Adam Ferguson 
led the way with scores of 84, tying 
for 17th. Sunday Ferguson shot a 
78, Knox carded an 81 and Tom 
Vyskocil finished the day with 84. 
Tennis
The men’s tennis team had a 
successful week, winning two of 
three events. The men beat Carroll 
College 6-3 as Nick Dufficy, Dan 
Hertel, Kyle Nodarse and Phil Roy 
each won their singles matches. The 
Vikings also won two of the three 
doubles matches as Phil Roy and 
Lincoln Thomas won their match 
and the duo of Dufficy and Travis 
Fondow were victorious as well.
The Vikings had a harder time 
with Ripon College the following 
day. Thomas won the only singles 
match and the Vikings failed to win 
a doubles match.
The men then traveled to Beloit 
where they were back on form, win-
ning four singles matches and all 
three doubles matches. Roy, Alex 
Fairchild, Nodarse, and Hertel won 
singles, and the duos of Hertel/
Fondow, Nodarse/Dufficy, and 
Thomas/Roy won in doubles.
Statistics are courtesy of 
www.lawrence.edu and 
www.midwestconference.
org and are current as of 
April 25, 2007
Baseball has disappointing weekend
Zach Patrick-Riley
Staff Writer
